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Oboe Reed Care

How to make the most out of your reed:
Do not handle the reed at the tip or on the string – only handle it from the cork
(the staple). The tip is thin and touching it there can cause it to break. Putting the
reed in or taking it out of the oboe while touching the string may cause the reed to
come apart over time.

Always soak your oboe reed for about a minute in a cup of room-temperature
water before you start to play (the cane part / the tip of the reed). We recommend
avoiding soaking the string or the cork. It is ok if the string or cork get wet, but
those parts do not need to soak in water like the cane part does.

Do not over soak the reed. Soaking for a longer time could make the reed feel
harder to play.

After you’re done playing, you must let the reed dry out, otherwise it could mold.
Do not put the wet or damp reed back in the coffin we sent it in! That will likely
cause it to mold.

Tips for protecting the reed:

It’s a good idea to keep your eyes on the reed as much as possible when in use.
When the reed is not in your mouth, make sure that you are aware of where it is so
that the tip does not get chipped or otherwise damaged. This will help it last
longer.

A good reed case is a must. The plastic coffins that the reeds come in are not
suitable for storing reeds and can result in the reed growing mold or getting
chipped.

Make sure reeds are flat and not angled in the reed case (the sides could get
damaged). Wipe off the excess water at the end of your practice/lesson/class and
blow the extra water out of the reed before storage to help avoid mold.

Never store your reeds in the water soaker cup overnight.

When it’s time to put away your instrument, remove the reed first.

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q: How long does each reed last?

A: Every reed is different. Reeds are made of an organic substance and they will
eventually wear out naturally. A realistic expectation of the optimal life span of a reed
is about 4 weeks (depending on amount of time spent playing it). Damage to the reed
also contributes to reeds wearing out or otherwise breaking. If the reed is physically
damaged it will not last as long. A reed is considered worn out or broken if it is
cracked, chipped or molded. Sometimes reeds last longer and sometimes reeds don’t
last as long. That is to be expected since they’re made from an organic substance.

Q: What if I don’t like the reed I got?

A: You might get a reed and you might love it! Or you might not love it.  Why? All reeds
from Bocal Majority are handmade by professional musicians. Each of our reeds is
made in a slightly different style. Each player may develop preferences or specific
needs over time. If you get a reed that you don’t prefer, consider a different style or
ask us for advice on what you might like instead. We have a quiz you can take to help
you get the best fit reed for you!

Take the oboe reed quiz to find your ideal match!                             Oboe Reed Quiz      

Q: What do I do if, when the reed arrives, it is chipped or broken?                              
                                                                                                                              Damaged Reed Form
A: Fill out this form within 24 hours of receiving the damaged reed.                       

Q: I got a reed and it’s “bad,” or “it doesn’t work,” or the teacher said there is
something wrong with the reed and told me to contact you.

A: We’re here to help you! We understand reed use can be confusing. While from time
to time a reed that does not meet our standards may slip through our quality control,
most commonly when you have a reed that is somehow not working for you, there is
an adjustment that can turn a reed zero into a reed hero! Give us a chance to help you
by filling out this form and explaining the problem as best you can. We’re teachers,
too and our goal is to help you have the best experience possible with your reeds.

                                                                                                               
                                                                                               Reed Problem Form              
   



Would you like to learn more about how to do common
reed adjustments to get the most out of your reed?
This is a link to a video by Sally Bohls and Jennifer

Auerbach on basic oboe and bassoon reed adjusting:

 OLD NAME

Basic Oboe Reed

Intermediate S Oboe Reed

Intermediate S+ Oboe Reed

Intermediate A Oboe Reed

Intermediate O Oboe Reed

Intermediate D Oboe Reed

Intermediate D+ Oboe Reed

Intermediate Z Oboe Reed

Intermediate G Oboe Reed

Intermediate H Oboe Reed

Pro I Oboe Reed

Pro T Oboe Reed

Intermediate F Oboe Reed

Intermediate B Oboe Reed

Pro NTX Oboe Reed

NEW NAME

Oboe Reed #1

Oboe Reed #2

Oboe Reed #3

Oboe Reed #4

Oboe Reed #5

Oboe Reed #6

Oboe Reed #7

Oboe Reed #8

Oboe Reed #9

Oboe Reed #10

Oboe Reed #11

Oboe Reed #12

Oboe Reed #13

Oboe Reed #14

Oboe Reed #15

PERCENTAGE

50%/50%

55%/45%

56%/44%

58%/42%

59%/41%

60%/40%

61%/39%

62%/38%

63%/37%

64%/36%

65%/35%

68%/32%

70%/30%

72%/28%

80%/20%
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W e  c h a n g e d  w h a t  w e ’ r e  c a l l i n g  o u r  r e e d s .  L e a r n  w h a t  c h a n g e d  a n d  w h y :

P r e v i o u s l y  o u r  r e e d s  w e r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  b a s i c ,  i n t e r m e d i a t e ,  a n d  p r o .

T h o s e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  d o  n o t  g i v e  u s  t h e  a l l  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  n e e d

w h e n  c h o o s i n g  w h i c h  r e e d  w e  n e e d  a n d  a r e  a  b i t  m i s l e a d i n g .  W e  a r e

s h i f t i n g  y o u r  t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s ,  w h e n  p i c k i n g  a  r e e d ,  o v e r  t o  h o w  a  r e e d

v i b r a t e s .  R e e d s  w i l l  n o w  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  b y  h o w  m u c h  r e s i s t a n c e  v s

f r e e d o m  i s  s c r a p e d  i n t o  t h e m  b y  t h e  r e e d  m a k e r .  R e s i s t a n c e  i s

c o n t r o l l e d  v i b r a t i o n .  F r e e d o m  i s  f l e x i b i l i t y .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  v s

f r e e d o m  v a r i e s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  r e e d .  W e  d e s c r i b e  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i n

p e r c e n t a g e s .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  a  r e e d  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  l i s t e d

f i r s t .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  f r e e d o m  w i l l  b e  l i s t e d  s e c o n d .  T h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  w i l l

a l w a y s  e q u a l  1 0 0 % .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  y o u n g  p l a y e r  w i l l  n e e d  a  f r e e r

b l o w i n g  r e e d .  T h i s  r e e d  n e e d s  e n o u g h  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  h o l d  s t e a d y  b u t

e n o u g h  f r e e d o m  t o  e a s i l y  v i b r a t e .  T h o s e  p e r c e n t a g e s  w i l l  b e  5 0 / 5 0  o r

5 5 / 4 5 .  A s  t h e  p l a y e r  g r o w s  a n d  t h e i r  p l a y i n g  m a t u r e s ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f

r e s i s t a n c e  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  f r e e d o m  w i l l  d e c r e a s e .  T h i s

c h a n g e  a l l o w s  t h e  r e e d  t o  h a v e  m o r e  f i n e s s e /  n u a n c e  a n d  c o n t r o l  a s  w e l l

a s  a  m o r e  m a t u r e  t o n e  q u a l i t y .  T h o s e  p e r c e n t a g e s  m i g h t  b e  5 6 / 4 4 - 6 5 / 3 5 .

F r o m  h e r e ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  v s  f r e e d o m  c a n  v a r y  f r o m  6 6 / 3 4 -

8 0 / 2 0 .  A  p l a y e r  n e e d s  t h e  k i n d  o f  r e e d  t h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  s o u n d  g o o d  a n d

a b l e  t o  p l a y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t .  W e

n e v e r  w a n t  t o  p l a y  o n  a  r e e d  t h a t  f e e l s  h a r d  t o  c o n t r o l  w h e t h e r  t h a t  i s

t o o  m u c h  r e s i s t a n c e  o r  t o o  m u c h  f r e e d o m  i n  t h e  r e e d .  A  p l a y e r  n e e d s

e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d .  N o t h i n g  m o r e .  N o t h i n g  l e s s .

O b o e  r e e d s  w i l l  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  R e e d  # 1  ( 5 0 / 5 0 )  -  R e e d  # 1 5  ( 8 0 / 2 0 ) .

O l d  N a m e  t o  N e w  N a m e  

O b o e  R e e d  C o m p a r i s o n  C h a r t


