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In 1950, Hobie’s dream was born in his 
parents’ garage when he decided to apply his 
love of woodworking to the sport of surfing.  
Dad backed out the Buick... Hobie carved out 

his very first surfboard...

Hobie’s business of fun had begun.
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Anatomy

1.	 Hull
2.	 MirageDrive 180 Kick Up
3.	 Vantage CTW Seat
4.	 Rectangular Hatch and Bin
5.	 Paddle
6.	 Cassette Plug
7.	 Loader
8.	 Guardian Parts

Items not shown to scale
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6  Assembly

7/32

MirageDrive Cranks

1

Insert cranks into 
drums while 
depressing button at 
top.

2

Tighten crank bolt 
all the way using 
a 7/32” 
Allen® wrench.

7/32

Depending on the Mirage kayak 
model, cranks may or may not 
require assembly.
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Line up the shorter 
(FWD) handle on 
the left and the lon-
ger (REV) handle 
on the right

Screw in both 
pull handles into 
the levers on the 
MirageDrive

FWD/REV Handle Installation

1

2

Assembly

Shorter 
handle on 
the left

Longer 
handle on 
the right

Thread into 
FWD/REV levers

Shorter 
handle on 
the left

Longer 
handle on 
the right

Thread into 
FWD/REV levers

3/8 Wrench
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CLICK

Removal

Level

Level

Press down and 
lock drive into 
Click and Go’s.
The drive locks 
automatically 
when installed.

Lower drive 
straight down 
making sure the 
spine is level

Lift drive 
straight up

Pull back 
each Click 
and Go lever

Installation

1

2

1

2

MirageDrive Instruction
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MirageDrive Instruction

Pedal Adjustment

Squeeze

Adjust cranks  by 
rotating and click-
ing them into the 
desired position. 
Make sure both 
cranks are in the 
same position 
number.

With both feet on 
the pedals and 
together (fins 
straight down), 
your knees should 
be comfortably 
bent and not 
cramped or over 
extended.

Press the 
adjuster button at 
top of crank.
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10  MirageDrive Instruction

Reverse

From the forward 
position, pull the 
right handle to 
shift the drive into 
reverse. (This is 
the 
longer handle of 
the two)

Shifting with
the fins too far
apart can cause
interference
with the shift.
Pull with firm
pressure while
cranks are close
together.

From the reverse 
position, pull the 
left handle to shift 
the drive into 
forward. 

1

2

Left Handle = Forward

 

(shorter handle)

 

Right Handle = Reverse

 

(longer handle)

reverse

forward
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MirageDrive Instruction

If the fins do not stay locked into 
position and feel loose, you’ll 
need to adjust the kick-up set 
screw. 

1

2

3

Tighten the screw (Phillips or 
Flat Head Screwdriver) 1/4 
turn at a time until the set 
screw just touches the fin. 

Test the fin by moving it 
in and out of the kick-up 
position to determine if it 
needs to be tightened or 
loosened. 

Make sure that the fin is 
completely engaged into 
the sprocket.

The set screw is located in 
the housing at the base of 
the fin. 

Kick Up Fin Adjustment
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Vantage CTW Assembly

1

2

Line up threaded 
inserts on seat 
back frame with 
holes molded 
in seat bottom 
frame.

Once aligned, insert 
screws and tighten 
using a #3 phillips 
head screwdriver. 
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Anatomy

Vantage CTW

Kickstand Activate Handle

Front Up/Down Adjust

Front Up/Down “Key”

Recline Adjust

Seat Bottom Frame “Shoe”

NOTE: Kickstands are 
automatically deployed 
on the CTW. To de-
activate them, pull on 
the handle.

BOA  Lumbar Adjust

Kickstand

Structural Inserts for Kickstand
Supports (Insert Does Not Require Any 
Fasteners)

Molded-in Kickstand Supports
(Exclude Revolution 11 Models)

®
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Line up the front of 
the seat 
bottom frame over 
key and slide the 
back of the frame 
to the molded-in 
kickstand supports.

Put pressure 
on the front of 
the seat mesh & 
lift the back of 
the seat bottom 
frame to set the 
seat into the key. 

Push the 
seatback frame 
down once the 
seat frame is fit 
into the key. 
Pull up on front of 
seat to check 
for proper 
installation.

Flip seat back up. 

Seat Installation

1
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Vantage CTW
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Vantage CTW

Locate leash 
buckle on the seat 
bottom frame and 
firewall behind 
the seat.

Line up and plug 
in the two parts of 
the buckle.

When the two 
parts are clicked 
into place, the 
seat is secured to 
the kayak.

Pinch to unlock.

Warning: Failure to secure the seat with 
the leash buckle could result in loss of 
seat during a capsize event.

Seat Installation
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Pull lever out to 
activate front up/
down 
adjustment. 

Lean back into 
seat back to raise 
the front up/down 
adjustment. Use 
body weight in 
seat bottom to 
drop into a lower 
position. 

Release lever to 
lock the desired 
position of the 
front up/down 
adjustment.
 

Front Up/Down Adjustment

Vantage CTW

1
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Vantage CTW

MID

LOW

HIGH
The seat is set to a 
default high posi-
tion. 
 

Move weight toward the 
front of the seat  bottom 
mesh to raise the back of 
the seat. Pull “T” handle to 
recline kickstand. 
 

Set kickstand on the boat 
hull for mid-level seating.
 

Pull “T” handle to retract 
kickstand away for low 
position.

Rear Up/Down Adjustment
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Pull lever out to 
activate the 
seatback to 
recline.

Release lever to 
lock seat into 
position.
 

While holding the 
lever out, push 
back into the seat 
to recline.

 

Recline Adjustment

Vantage CTW
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Vantage CTW

Click  Click  C

lic
k

Pull knob to release lum-
bar. 

Press knob to lock 
lumbar.

Rotate knob clockwise to 
tension lumbar.

Lumbar Adjustment

1

2

3




